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FROM MOBILE PHONESTO
ARTFICIALINTELLIGENCE
‘What should we Surti Sunni Vohra Muslims
and all Muslims do to save ourselves from its
religiously and socially bad effects?
Ismail Ahmed Lambat, Manchester.

Qur visit to Istanbul

In July this year, my family and | travelled
to Istanbul, Europe’s most populated city
and the “only city in the world located on
two continents. Istanbul was known as
Constantinople during the rule of the Ottoman
Empire and changed to Istanbulin 1930. For us
it was not only a sightseeing trip, but a
chance to learn more about Islamic
history. Istanbul holds great Islamic
significance, being the home to more
than 3000 masaajid. Everywhere you
travel to inthe city there is no doubt that when it
is time for prayer the sound of the muezzin calling
the adhan, will be heard distinctly. We
were able to visit a few of these masaajid
such as the Blue mosque, the Hagia
Sophia, the Soleimani Mosque and the
Eyup Sultan Mosque. Each masjid was
unique in its architecture and intricate
designs. Some were originally
constructed as Byzantine churches, then
converted into masjids during the rule of
the Ottoman Empire. We visited the
Topkapi museum, which holds many
historical and Islamic artefacts, including
the Prophet (SAW)'s hair and old clothing.
We also visited the grave of the Sahabah
Hazrat Abu Ayub Al Ansari (RA), who was
martyred in the first Arab siege of
Istanbul.

The journey from Manchester to Istanbul

was only four hours, but both cities are|%
extremely unalike. Istanbul is located in
Europe, but it is in a Muslim country.
Muslim history is located all around and
we made an effort to visit all the historical
sites and educate ourselves. We visited
not only the ancient masaajid, but also
the newly built ones, such as the Camlica
Mosque. The Camlica Mosque is located
on the Asian side, which we travelled to
by boat. We navigated ourselves through
the city first by taxi and then by
underground. The underground system
In many ways was similar to the
underground system in London; it was
fairly simple and the ftrams were
extremely prompt. Everywhere we visited
we were greeted by volunteers, who were
amiable and more than willing to help.
On our second visit to the Galata Tower,
a middle-eastern looking woman
approached my family looking for
directions to the Hagia Sophia masjid.
She was quite talkative and she began
sharing about herself. She was born in France,
but now lives in Dubai working for a property
developer. She was there in Istanbul
closing a deal with a client. However, the
most interesting thing about her was her
second name, Patel. We learnt that her
grandfather was originally from Surat, he
migrated to an island called the Reunion
which was ruled by the French. This was
fascinating as it evoked us to reflect on
how we are prone to migrate and how the
Sunni Surti Vohra community can be
found all around the world.
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