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SURTI SUNNI VOHRAS and
THEIR RELIGIOUS BELIEFS
Ismail Ahmed Lambat
Manchester

We feel and our readers will agree with us

%that we Surti Sunni Vohras like all other
¥Muslims need to look at ourselves as

%|Muslims irrespective of where we live, what
&|we do, what we have and what we know.

X|We feel there is a need for all of us to learn
#|lessons from our forefathers and

#/foremothers. They embraced Islam which
#|was so different from what beliefs they had
#land passed on their new beliefs to their
Fchildren and we are now owners of the
T|beliefs they accepted.

F|Let us all Surti Sunni Muslim Vohras
1 hypothetically but with a great amount of
$|seriousness page back to the time our
forefathers and fore mothers accepted
$(lslam or reverted to Islam from whatever
L|beliefs they had. For what they did some
L(if not all must have been out casted,
$[excommunicated and not given a share from

& what their families owned. Our forefathers

*land foremothers however persevered and
|stuck to the religion they had accepted. It

¥lis because of their steadfastness we now

%|with pride call ourselves MUSLIMS.
%|Learning about Islam their newly accepted
#|religion and learning to put into practice
#(what they learnt for most of them must
#|have proved very difficult. As newcomers
#F|to Islam they had to learn, try to remember,
Ftry to understand and learn to put into
T|practice what they learnt. They had to
1|learn what we now take for granted. They
$|had to learn the Islamic way of greeting
$|fellow Muslims. The prayers they offered
{|had to be said in a different language and
$(when praying they had to face in a certain

M M N N L N M L M O M M O N M L M M L M M

direction. The physical movements they|%

had to make when offering their prayers|¥
were different to whatever they were used|¥
to. Besides this, as Muslims they had to|¥
learn about the Islamic way of staying
ritually clean. They had to learn about the|}
concepts of PAAK and NAPAAK and learn to|§,
abide by these. They had to as Muslims|,
learn about the concepts of HALAAL as well| 4,
HARAAM. They had to avoid eating some|
of the foods they ate prior to their|sk

conversion to Islam. They had to stop|sk

giving and receiving interest when seeking|sk

loans or lending money to others. Those|sk
who had a habit of stealing had to stop|#

doing so and avoid committing fraud. They|%
had to fast during the holy month of|%
Ramadhan and from what they earned they|#
had to give Zakaat and those who drank|%
alcohol and used drugs had to stop doing
s0. Both males and females had to change|%
their dressing habits. As Muslims they had|3
to cover their bodies as required by their|3
newly accepted religion and everyone
males as well as females had to have Muslim|4,
names. R
After accepting Islam and learning some|sk
aspects of their newly accepted religion|s
our forefathers and foremothers passed on |

whatever they learnt to those who came|s
after them. Our ancestors also benefited|2g

from HOLY MEN who came to settle in many /|3
of our VOHRA villages. Many Vohra villagers|#

also benefited from men and women from|%

the MULLAH community who settled in|%
some of our Vohra villages. Like the HOLY|¥
MEN and men and women from the MULLAH| %
community had knowledge of Islam. They|}
helped those who wanted to learn to offer|3,
their daily prayers, learn to read the Holy|d,
Qur’aan Sharif, learn about the concepts |4,

d QI AHRIR

Qg eyl = O/




#|of Paak and Napaak and Halaal and Haraam.
F[However only some Vohra men and few
Flwomen tried to benefit from what the HOLY
TIMEN and members of the MULLAH
community were willing to provide.

1 /Islamic education started becoming more
$land easily available when Vohras who had
$/migrated to other countries to seek
Llopportunities to better themselves
leconomically started making available
¥(funds for establishing Madressas and funds
*lfor employing Madressa teachers. The
imigrants also turned their attention
*¥|towards helping their villages to have
¥|masajid as well as water supplies, health
x|care facilities and electricity. Where
Fivillages already had masajid migrants
#|financially helped replace the old masajid
Fwith new ones and where a village had no
¥ Imasajid they provided funds to build one.
From providing Madressas and masaajid in
1the villages the migrants from a number of
Tlour Vohra villages turned their attention
{|towards making available Dar-ul-Ulooms to
$|provide opportunities for young men from
$[the Vohra and other Muslims communities
¥(to join Hifz and Aalim courses and in more
¥Irecent years Madressas for girls who wished
|to pursue their religious studies and qualify
%[as Aalimas. As a result of the spread of
%|religious education we can now come across

zx|well learned men and women in maost if not

#(in all Vohra villages. All Vohra villages have
#|Tabligh Jamaats and the Jamatis put in a
F|lot of work to help bring about religious
Flawareness among fellow villagers.

1|Though we Vohras have been Muslims for
$|many centuries, we have many places of
$|learning, we have many learned men and
$/women as well as Tabligh Jamatis and we
lhave many opportunities to listen to
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bayaans we feel our religious practices |
have not kept up with the requirement |#

placed upon us by our religion. We feel |#
we Surti Sunni Vohras should now turn to |
ourselves and ask ourselves if we are being | §
grateful to our forefathers and|g,
foremothers and the generations that |4,

followed them by sticking to the beliefs |4

they accepted and the Islamic religious

practices they opted for. We Vohras must |3
also ask ourselves if the religious education |
that came to be made available and from |3
which most of our Vohras benefited has|%

helped us know more about our religion |%
and made us better at practising our (%
religion. We feel knowing about our|}
religion is good and is totally necessary but | §,
it is equally if not more important using
the religious education and knowledge to |

help us comply with living our lives as |z

Muslims.
We feel there is a need to help bring about |5

more and better awareness about our |3

religion. There is a need we feel that|3
changes taking place around us and|%¥
challenges these are bringing along must %
be looked at. Whilst we sincerely feel that |3
our Dar-ul-Ulooms and Madressas as well | §
as the Tabligh Jamaat are doing a lot to
help us Vohras and all Muslims to move (s,
closer to our religion we have to admit that | s
much more work with fellow Muslims need |k

to be done to enable and encourage both |

males as well as females to become |5

practising Muslims. We feel our learned %
men and women and our leaders should |#

turn their attention to the challenges we |¥
face and try to find new methods to reach
out to all Muslims and steer them towards | §
the expectations of our religion, ISLAM. | §,

d QI AHRIR

9

Myl - W




R

~

v

e

5

&%

£

Ko

I/

P

s

e,

S

Azl
Lk

o)

7
W

Nl

'Ei";n.

Z

e

=~
Zi

e

N\
v

Sar’

7,
W

St

7
LN

i

7
N

N
ZN

S

7,
S

Gt

7,
!

o

o

1/
A

e

S

o
4\

M
a

\]

v,

HH\.

N
N

’,

Prof Goolam Vahed Of South Africa )
Dr. Goolam Mohamed Vahed, Professor of History at the ;';
( h University of KwaZulu-Natal South Africa, is a leading I

N,

scholar on Indian South African identity, migration,
citizenship, and transnationalism. He has completed his

it

undergraduate studies at the University of Durban- |¥
Westville and earned his Master's and PhD at Indiana |%
University, Bloomington United States USA. T

A
A\

A prolific historian, researcher and writer, Dr. Vahed has
published more than 30 books and numerous peer
reviewed articles. He is an active member of academic
and social institutions, contributing widely to historical
scholarship.

His family's journey reflects the broader migration story: his grandfather, Goolam
Hoosen Vahed, born in Kathor, District of Surat in 1900, was sent to Natal at the age
of five.

We congratulate Dr. Goolambhai Vahed on his remarkable contribution and
achievements. we extend our warmest congratulations and wish him continued
success.
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A Humble Appeal to Generous Donors

CIENCE

H \

Respected Donors & Well Wishers
Assalamo alaykumv.v.

We express our co-hearted gratitude to our philanthropists donors fromall over the world for
their generous charities to the Suratee Sunni Vohra Muslim Education Society - SURAT

This is the era of digital techniques where computer and IT related courses are the most
demandable so society has decided to start BCA (Bachelor in Computer Application) college
inAYDTI campus. Initially the construction of about8500 Sq. ft. started and total cost of BCA
College will be INR1,30,00,000/-(1.3 Crores)

Our one of the most philanthropist donor from United Kingdom JANAB MOHAMED KASIM
SABAT SAHEB has given commitment of 50% donation of total cost of project.

Sowe are requesting toall our well-wishers to donate maximum as possible by youin “Lillah”
Thename of proposed Institute will be “SABAT INSTITUTE OF COMPUTER SCIENCE”
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AY DADABHAI TECHNIGALINSTITUTE
'5 3 (POLYTECHNIC), KOSAMBA

TRUSTED TO DELIVER EXCELLENCE me—

/ Managed by : The Suratee Sunni Vohra Muslim Education Society, Surat.
Kosamba - Mahuvej Road, Kosamba, Dist. Surat.

Congratulalions

SELECTION THROUGH CAMPUS PLACEMENT IN

(ARCELORMITTAL NIPPON STEEL INDIA) AM/NS INDIA

| 4
Tarsadiya Pruthvirajsinh Shaikh Tanzil Idrish Solanki Rahulsinh Vikramsinh
Place: Kosamba Place: Kosamba Place: Kosamba

A

Khan Mo. Muaaz Vasava Rohit Maheshbhai
Place: Kosamba Place: Kosamba
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A1 DADABHA TECHNICALINSTITTE
N\ (POLYTECHNIC), KOSAMBA

TRUSTED TO DELIVER EXCELLENCE e—
4 Managed by : The Suratee Sunni Vohra Muslim Education Society, Surat.
Kosamba - Mahuvej Road, Kosamba, Dist. Surat.

Congralilalions

SELECTION THROUGH CAMPUS PLACEMENT IN
(ARCELORMITTAL NIPPON STEEL INDIA) AM/NS INDIA

ELECTRICAL ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT
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Paiel Anish Choksi Ahmad Patel Smit
Place: Bharuch Place: Kosamba Place: Kosamba,Surat
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Ansari Rahid Rashid Shaikh Uzair
Place: Dadhal, Ankleshwar Place: Dadhal, Ankleshwar
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AN HUMBLE APPEAL

The Suratee Sunni Vohra Muslim Education Society, Surat established in 1947 with the noble aim to
uplift the community in the field of education.

Our humble and kind request to all our generous donors and well wishers to continue your precious
donation to the society’'s in the holy month of Ramadan 2026.

We assure our Philanthropists that every penny paid to the society will be utilized rightly and judiciously
for needy and the most deserving persons of our community. Since last 78 years the society is trying it's
the best for the various heads and titles of charities.

Scholarship to Primary, Secondary and Higher Secondary students.
Scholarship to Commerce, Science and Arts Graduations.
Financial support for Professional Education in Medical, Pharmacy, Engineering, Computer and Biotechnology etc.
Financial help for Short term and Professional courses like motor driving, Tailoring etc for those who not
interested in Higher Education. % We are also providing scholarship for Diniyat education.

¢ Medical aid to poor and needy patients. ¢ Annual help to helpless widows.

Day by day the budget of Society is increasing, at the same time beneficiaries also increasing.

The awareness and need of education also increase, at the same time the cost of education is increasing
tremendously. So, our humble and kind request to all our generous donors and well wisher to come
forward with open heartily to in your RAMDAN CHARITIES for our activities.

May Almighty Allah give the best reward in both the worlds. In Sha Allah....

You can transfer your donation direct to the society's bank account.
OR
You can also give your donation to the following authorized well wishers.
THE SURATEE SUNNIVOHRAMUSLIM EDUCATION SOCIETY
BANK NAME :STATE BANK OF INDIA,ACCOUNT NO :(FCRA-SAVINGS BANK A/C.) 40159386675
BRANCH CODE: 00691, BANK SWIFT CODE SBININBB104

Lok - o i+ ]

BANK ADDRESS FCRACell, 4th Floor, State Bank of India, New Delhi Main Branch -11, Sansad Marg,
New Delhi-110001 (INDIA).

MR. YUSUFBHAI PANCHBHAYA SB. MALTON,CANADA | MR. YUSUFBHAI VADIA SB. NAGET
MR. SAJID YUSUF PANCHBHAYA SB. MALTON | ISLAMIC SOCIETY OF TORONTO(DAR-US - SALAAM MASJID) TORONTO
MR.AIYUBBHAI PANCHBHAYA SB. DONLANDS | MR.AHMED ISMAIL VAWDA SB. LONDON,U.K.

MR. SAEEDBHAI BODHANIA SB. THORNCLIFFE | MR.ALIAZAMESMAILSB. LONDON
MR. IDRISHBHAI BHAYAT SB. MALTON | MR.SULEMANBHAIDADABHOYSB. LONDON
MR. MOHMEDBHAI MEHTA SB. cAMBRIDGE | MR. SALIMBHAI PATEL SB. WALSALL
MR.ABDUL HAI PATEL SB. TORONTO | MUSLIM WELFARE SOCIETY DARLESTON
MR. A KHALIK (BABU) PATEL SB. caMBRIDGE | MR.ARSAD GULAM SIDAT SB. NUNEATON
MR. SABBIRBHAI MEHTA SB. CAMBRIDGE | MASJID -E-UMER TRUST LONDON
MR. SOYABBHAI GHARIYA SB. TORONTO(kill) | MR. MOHAMMEDBHAI |. PANDOR SB. BATLEY
MR. SABBIRBHAI MOTALASB. ToroNTO(kill) | MR. AZIZBHAI UNIA SB. BIRMINGHAM
MADINAH MASJID ToroNTO | MR. YUSUFBHAI MEMAN SB. LEICESTER
MR. MOHMEDBHAI VADIA SB. & FRIENDS TorRONTO | MR.ALLIYUSUF TILLY SB. PRESTON
MR. YUSUFBHAI MOTALA SB. SCARBOROUGH | MR. SIDDIKBHAIBOBAT SB. & FRIENDS PRESTON
MR. AlYUB VOHRA BANGI SB. SCARBOROUGH | MR.IMRANBHAI BADAT SB. BLACKBURN
MR. MOHAMMED ALI DARSOT SB. SCARBOROUGH | MR.AHMEDBHAIPATELSB. GLOUCETER
MR. ILYASBHAIFENCY SB. SCARBOROUGH | MR. RASHID SULEMAN OOMERJEE SB. US.A.

MR. MOHAMMED ALI CHAMADIYA SB. NAGET | MR.HASHIMBHAI BOBAT SB. GERMANY




